Future scope and expectations: why, when, and how LECs should continue.
There is a strong case to continue to use LEC approaches, as they are a comprehensive and cost effective means of delivering the key elements of leprosy control. LECs should be conducted when there is evidence of large numbers of hidden cases. Probably a minimum of two LECs is required but where large number of new cases continue to be detected they could be run on an annual basis. The methodology of LECs needs to be improved through experience, evaluation and from LECs conducted elsewhere; feedback from the community is also important. There is room to improve all aspects of LECs: planning, training, education, diagnosis and treatment completion.